
 Flowering between January and May 

This group covers all the varieties which flower on last season’s growth.  

These varieties do NOT require pruning. 

However, if the plant becomes too large for its space, or has some dead 

shoots, you can prune the plant back to the size you want. 

If you do prune these varieties, you will just have fewer flowers in the first year 

after pruning. 

The best time to prune is just as the buds begin to swell, usually in March. 

Examples of varieties in this group are - Montanas and Macropetalas. 

REMEMBER: 

No pruning required unless the plant becomes too 

large. 

 Flowering between May and June and often again in August or September. 

These varieties flower on short shoots produced from last season’s growth.  

This group does require light pruning to keep the plant tidy. Prune in early 

Spring as the buds begin to swell. Generally tidy up the plant by removing all 

weak and straggly shoots or any dead shoots (1). These will be the ones where 

the buds haven’t swollen. Finally, tie in the remaining shoots to the plant sup-

port (2) 

After the first flush of flowers  (the ones produced in May / June) has finished, 

tidy up the plant again by cutting back long shoots to within 60cm (24” )of the 

ground and tie them on to the plant    support (3). 

This will encourage it to produce new shoots which should give more flowers in  

August / September. 

Do not prune again until early Spring. 

Examples of varieties in this group are - ‘Nelly Moser’, ‘Mrs Norman Thompson’ 

and ‘Marie Boisselot’. 

REMEMBER: 

Prune to keep the plant tidy, with some varieties, to get better flowers in Au-

gust/September. 

DO NOT PRUNE IN AUTUMMN AND WINTER. 

 Flowering from July Onwards. 

These varieties flower on growth made in the Spring and early Summer. They 

should be pruned as the buds begin to swell in early Spring. 

Prune back to within 30cm (12”) of the ground. 

This is not as brutal as it sounds! Just be brave and you will reap the benefit of 

flowers during the     Summer. 

Examples of varieties in this group are - ‘Jackmannii Superba’, ‘Ernest 

Markham’ and ‘Hagley Hybrid’. 

REMEMBER: 

Prune these varieties to get more flowers and to keep the plant tidy. 

TIP 

When pruning all three groups, make your pruning cuts just above a good 

strong pair of buds. 

Don’t cut too close to the bud or you’ll damage it. 

Clematis Pruning Made Easy 


